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News from Philately Liechtenstein

Trade fairs:

dated 19.1.2015 will start the journey to
There will be a Philately Liechtenstein in- the international space station ISS. The enformation and sales stand at the follow- velopes contain a greeting from the head
ing stamp fairs:
of the Liechtenstein government, Adrian
Hasler, to the crew of the ISS. The crew
7 – 9 May 2015
will sign and stamp the entires before
25th International Stamp Fair Essen,
these are transported back to earth and
Germany
certified by a recognised expert. It is presently not possible to make a precise state22 – 25 May 2015
ment regarding cost, but it is expected
Phila-France 2015 Mâcon, France
that the price per unit will be in the region
of between CHF 300 and 400.
Which is the most beautiful of
The special postmark can be used on any
2014?
valid postage stamp. At the moment, no
Enter our competition, “Which is the most guarantee can be given as regards the
beautiful?” and choose the most beauti- availability of the entires, since unforeseeful stamp of 2014. Together with this bro- able events can lead to damage or loss
chure you will receive a card containing
of the pieces, nor is it possible to give a
the necessary information on how to enter. precise date, although we hope that the
Entry cards are also available at all Liech- transport can be carried out before the
tenstein post offices, in the Philately Shop end of 2015.
Vaduz and from our stamp fair stands.
Latest news and information can
1. Liechtenstein post to the Inter- be found under www.philatelie.li
national Space Station (ISS)
or on our Facebook page
Philately Liechtenstein is currently work- www.fb.com/philatelie.liechtenstein.
ing on a very special collector’s item.
Unique entires bearing the special postmark “1st Liechtenstein Space Post to ISS”
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Cathedral of St. Florin Vaduz

Art.-Nr. 215.05.3
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Ribbed vaults are typical elements of
Gothic architecture. At each main intersection of the vault, a keystone ensures the
stability of the structure. Four keystones
decorated with Christian symbols in the
Cathedral of St. Florin in Vaduz are shown
on the new special stamps. The “Lamb
of God” (value: CHF 1.40) is to be found
above the celebration altar of the cathedral while the “Pelican” (value: CHF 1.00),
“Eagle” (value: CHF 1.90) and “Lion”
(value: CHF 2.00) are located in the church
nave. Two motifs with eight stamps each
are combined on one sheet with a gutter.
The decision to build Vaduz parish church
was reached in 1868 because St. Florin
chapel had become too small to meet the
needs of the curacy of Vaduz. The foundation stone was laid in 1869 according to the plans of the master cathedral
builder Friedrich von Schmidt from Vienna. The clearly structured church in neoGothic style has a hall design consisting of
three naves that appear equally high. The
five-sided closed choir as well as the central nave up to the gallery are located under a stellar vault, whereas the side naves
are each to be found under a cross vault.
The keystones of the vault in the choir and
the nave, as depicted on the new special

stamps, are decorated with polychrome
painted symbols of Christ.
The entire realisation of Vaduz parish
church was rendered possible by the generous contributions of the then Prince Johann II (1840–1929), also called Prince
Johann the Good. He thought it was especially important that the church had
a good quality organ. The instrument,
which was built according to the plans of
the Liechtenstein composer Josef Gabriel
FDC

Kathedrale St. Florin Vaduz

Rheinberger, had not yet been completed
when the church was consecrated in October 1873 and reached Vaduz with four
months’ delay. At that time, the Steinmeyer
organ was a remarkable instrument with
impressive dimensions in the Rhine Valley.
St. Florin parish church was raised to the
status of a cathedral when Liechtenstein
was declared an archdiocese in December 1997.
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TECHNICAL DATA
STAMP ISSUE

Cathedral of St. Florin Vaduz
FACE VALUE / SUBJECT

CHF 1.00
Pelican
CHF 1.40
Lamb of God
CHF 1.90
Eagle
CHF 2.00
Lion
STAMP FORMAT

32.13 x 38 mm
PERFORATION

13 x 13 1/4
SHEET FORMAT

146 x 208 mm

MK 398

DESIGN

Armin Hoop, Ruggell
PRINTING

5-colour offset CMYK & Gold
Cartor Security Printing
Meaucé la Loupe
PAPER

Truwhite FSC Mix Credit,
110 g/m2, gummed
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Art.-Nr. 215.05.62

Meadow flowers

The series of the popular self-adhesive

definitive stamps is continued with three
meadow flowers.
Devil’s bit or devil’s bit scabious (value:
CHF 0.85), lat. Succisa pratensis, was
given its common name in English-speaking countries because of its stem which
looks a little as though it has been bitten off. According to legend, this was the
work of the devil. From July to September
the plant grows violet-blue blossoms that
are densely bunched to form a roundish flowerhead resembling a pincushion.
Devil’s bit can be found particularly in
moor-grasslands, as it prefers damp, alkaline, humus-rich soils.
The Umbelliferae include the great masterwort (value: CHF 1.00), lat. Astrantia major. The perennial herbaceous plant
with an erect stem and few branches
reaches a height of between 30 and
100 centimetres. The high, bare stem has
only few leaves and branches out at the
end with each branch carrying one umbel. The whitish blossoms are tiny and
are crowded together in a dome-shaped
flowerhead. The plant is frequently found
in the Alps up to an altitude of 2000 metres above sea level. It relishes damp, calcareous clay soils, alpine pastures, moun-

tain forests and tall forb communities.
Marguerites are popular ornamental
plants. They are used as garden or tub
plants and as cut flowers. The ox-eye
daisy (value: CHF 1.30), lat. Leucanthemum vulgare, is an herbaceous perennial
that reaches a height of 30 to 60 centimetres. Its angular stem is erect and

FDC

largely unbranched. The showy flowers
of the ox-eye daisy have a diameter of
four to six centimetres and an unpleasant
odour particularly when they are withering. The species grows mainly on low-nitrogen, sunny to semi-shaded, fresh to
half-dry meadows and pastures.

Art.-Nr. 215.06.52

Art.-Nr. 215.06.3
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TECHNICAL DATA
STAMP ISSUE

Meadow flowers
FACE VALUE / SUBJECT

CHF 0.85
Devil’s bit
CHF 1.00
Great masterwort
CHF 1.30
Ox-eye daisy
STAMP FORMAT

32 x 38 mm
PERFORATION

12 x 12 3/4
SHEET FORMAT

146 x 208 mm
DESIGN

Stefan Erne, Triesen
PRINTING

4-colour offset, FM screening
Gutenberg AG, Schaan
PAPER

Special stamp paper
UPM Raflatac, 110 g/m2, white
Unik OBA free/perm/K80W,
self-adhesive (water-soluble)
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Reptiles

Art.-Nr. 215.07.3
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Reptiles native to Liechtenstein continue
the series of special stamps that appeared
last year with illustrations of amphibians.
With a length of up to 22 centimetres, the
sand lizard (value: CHF 1.80) is the largest native lizard. In the mating season, the
male’s flanks and front feet turn bright
green. The sand lizard is most frequently
seen lying in the sun on flat stones, dry tufts
of grass or pieces of wood and does not
seem to mind being observed. This unbashful reptile is also to be found sporadically
in settlement areas and lives off various insects, spiders and worms. The endangered
species lives in valleys and on slopes up to
950 metres and prefers richly structured
embankments, forest edges, landslide areas
and vineyards.
Of the three native snake species, grass
snake, smooth snake and adder, the smooth
snake (value: CHF 2.00) is the least wellknown kind. The inconspicuous, non-poisonous snake is hardly as thick as a finger and grows to 50 to 65 centimetres
in length. Its primary colours are shades
of brown and grey and it has dark brown
spots or stripes running crosswise along
its back and flanks. The highly endangered
snake is found in Liechtenstein particularly
in ecotomes along the Rhine embankment

as well as on railway embankments.
The common lizard (value: CHF 5.00) is the
smallest and least conspicuous indigenous
lizard. It is up to 15 centimetres long and it
gives birth to live young. The shy, well camouflaged species is only rarely noticed by
humans. It feeds on arthropods in particular. In Liechtenstein, it lives mainly in moun-

Ersttagsbrief_Reptilien_01_Layout 1 19.02.15 15:32 Seite 1
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tainous areas between 1200 and 2000 metres. It can also be found sporadically in
fenlands in the valley where it is potentially
endangered.
Liechtenstein’s reptilian fauna comprises
seven species. In comparison, there are
around 7,900 species worldwide, of which
merely 151 are to be found in Europe.

Art.-Nr. 215.07.52

TECHNICAL DATA
STAMP ISSUE

Reptiles
FACE VALUE / SUBJECT

CHF 1.80
Sand lizard
CHF 2.00
Smooth snake
CHF 5.00
Common lizard
STAMP FORMAT

32.5 x 32.5 mm
PERFORATION

12 1/2 x 12 1/2
SHEET FORMAT

146 x 208 mm
DESIGN

Silvia Ruppen, Mauren
PRINTING

4-colour offset, FM screening
Gutenberg AG, Schaan
PAPER

Special stamp paper
UPM Raflatac, 110 g/m2, white
Unik OBA free/perm/K80W,
self-adhesive (water-soluble)

Art.-Nr. 215.07.2
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Art.-Nr. 215.07.62

Nature reserves in Liechtenstein: Schwabbrünnen

Nature reserves are regions and parts of
the landscape that require special protection. They ensure the preservation of biological communities and habitats of endangered species of animals and plants.
An area might also be given protected
status for reasons concerning natural or

cultural history or due to its ecological
function. Last but not least, these parts
of the landscape are worthy of protection also on account of their rarity or outstanding beauty. Liechtenstein has ten
such areas totalling around 176 hectares.

FDC
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TECHNICAL DATA
STAMP ISSUE

Nature reserves in Liechtenstein:
Schwabbrünnen
FACE VALUE / SUBJECT

CHF 1.00
Pond (left)
CHF 1.00
Pond (right)
CHF 1.00
Wet meadow (left)
CHF 1.00
Wet meadow (right)
STAMP FORMAT

60 x 30 mm
PERFORATION

13 1/4 x 13 1/4
208 x 146 mm
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DESIGN

Marco Nescher, Schaan
PRINTING

5-colour offset CMYK & Silver
Cartor Security Printing
Meaucé la Loupe
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PAPER

Truwhite FSC Mix Credit,
110 g/m2, gummed
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Participation in the photo competition organised on the subject of nature reserves
in Liechtenstein was enthusiastic. Two
images of the Liechtenstein photographer
Marco Nescher were selected from the
entries for the first special stamps – one
pond and one wet meadow in the nature
reserve of Schwabbrünnen. The two panoramic views were both divided in the
middle to produce four stamps at a value
of CHF 1.00 each. The Philately intends
to continue the series with the photos
sent in from other areas.
From a botanical and faunistic view, the
Schwabbrünnen/Äscher nature reserve is
an important low-moor bog with unique
habitats for rare animal populations and
plant communities. Ponds, springs, sintered surfaces, streams and ditches, forest areas and slurry collections increase
the diversity of biotopes and ecological niches. The area that has been protected as a nature reserve since 1962 is
a paradise for white-clawed crayfish, water scorpion and dragonflies and is home
to numerous amphibians and reptiles as
well as grey herons, kingfishers and little
grebe. Plant lovers will find botanic jewels such as bog orchids, adder’s tongue
ferns or Siberian iris in Schwabbrünnen.
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MK 401

News from Liechtensteinische Post AG

High level of customer satisfaction and positive developments
regarding parcels
In a customer poll carried out in 2014,
Liechtenstein Post AG received an excellent
rating for the quality of its service. The poll
carried out last year among 900 post office
customers showed a customer satisfaction
index of 84 points – among postal companies regarded as the highest rating.
With targeted measures and projects the
post office succeeded in 2014 in sustaining and enhancing even further the high
standard of service established in the previous years.

15

Praise for delivery and customer
counter service
The company’s image also received a positive assessment: the vast majority of those
questioned judged it good to very good.
Customers of the Liechtenstein Post AG
awarded top marks to the delivery and
counter staff in particular, and praised the
post office’s customer service. The very favourable poll result and the high level of
satisfaction are also reflected in the reduction in customer complaints, most of which
concern early morning delivery of newspa-

pers to private homes. In this area the complaint quota continuously improved over
the years to its current level of 0.05 %, or
5 complaints per 10,000 newspaper deliveries.
Over 31 million deliveries
of mail and newspapers
For several years now, postal companies
worldwide have observed a decline in the
number of letters being mailed. In Liechtenstein, the Liechtenstein Post AG handled a
total of 22 million letters in 2014, which is
equivalent to a reduction of 3 % compared
with the previous year. In contrast, the number of letters dispatched to third countries
showed a positive trend. Here, the post office was able to increase its volume by 8 %
and last year mailed about 2.4 million items
from its operations centre in Schaan. In
2014 about 9.8 million morning newspapers were delivered to homes.
Positive parcels service thanks to
eCommerce and LIElogistik
In the parcels section, the shift to digital
channels has had a significant positive effect at the post office. The number of evening deliveries of groceries from large Swiss
retailers, which the Liechtenstein Post AG

also carried out in neighbouring Switzerland, rose last year by 12.5 %. Also the volume of “priority parcels” delivered in Liechtenstein and Switzerland on weekdays
within 24 hours after being handed in increased by 7 % compared to the year before. For classic parcels the overall volume
in 2014 amounted to 1.2 million items (import and export). Of these, 666,500 parcels
were delivered in Liechtenstein, representing a slight increase of 1 % over the previous year.
Over 2,500 customers visit a post
office every day
The targeted average of 2,500 post office
customers actually appearing at a post office customer counter per day was achieved
(about 2,550 customer contacts as against
2,590 in the previous year). This means that
more than 755,000 persons visited a post
office in Liechtenstein in 2014. Calculated
on the basis of the population of Liechtenstein, this works out at 20 visits to a post
office per resident per year.

Exhibitions and trade fairs 2015

Exhibition booth manned by post office staff (incl. sale of printing sheets)
Exhibition	

Place	Period

25th International Stamp Fair Essen

Essen, Germany

7 – 9 May 2015

Gmunden 2015

Gmunden, Austria

27 – 30 August 2015

China Int. Collection Expo, 65 years relationship with China

Peking, China

25 – 28 September 2015

PostEx 2015

Netherlands

16 – 18 October 2015

31st Asian International Stamp Exhibition

Hong Kong

20 – 23 November 2015

33 International Stamp Exchange Sindelfingen

Sindelfingen, Germany

29 – 31 October 2015

Veronafil 2015

Verona, Italy

27 – 29 November 2015

Timbr@phil'15

Switzerland

26 – 29 November 2015

rd

Exhibition attended by agents (NO sale of printing sheets)
Exhibition	

Place	Period

Salon Philatélique de Printemps

Paris, France

19 – 21 March 2015

Phila-France 2015

Mâcon, France

22 – 25 May 2015

Singapore 2015 World Stamp Exhibition

Singapore

14 – 19 August 2015

Salon Philatélique d'Automne

Paris, France

5 – 8 November 2015

After the exclusive printing sheet “Chinese Zodiac: Year of the
Dragon” issue of 2012, the “snake” and “horse” issues have
now appeared as high-quality printing sheets.

These printing sheets are only available at exhibition
booths with post office staff or at Philately Liechtenstein, Zollstrasse 58 in Schaan and must be collected in
person against cash payment.

Printing sheet Snake

Our booth at one of the above-mentioned exhibitions is at any
rate worth a visit!
16

CHF 58.–

Printing sheet Horse

17

CHF 58.–

Printing sheet Dragon

CHF 130.–

Postmarks
POSTMARK TYPE/PERIOD

OCCASION

LOCATION

Flag postmark*

2.–30. 5. 2015

Liechtensteinische Post AG

Vaduz Post Office and Schaan Business Centre

Special postmark

7.–9. 5. 2015

25th International Stamp Fair Essen, Germany

Exhibition stand, Philately Liechtenstein

Special postmark

22.–25. 5. 2015

Phila-France 2015 Mâcon, France

Exhibition stand, Philately Liechtenstein

Flag postmark

1.–30. 6. 2015

dieMarke.li

Vaduz Post Office and Schaan Business Centre

First-day postmark 1. 6. 2015

First day "Nature reserves in Liechtenstein: Schwabbrünnen"

Philately Liechtenstein

First-day postmark 1. 6. 2015

First day "Reptiles"

Philately Liechtenstein

First-day postmark 1. 6. 2015

First day "Meadow flowers"

Philately Liechtenstein

First-day postmark 1. 6. 2015

First day "Cathedral of St. Florin Vaduz"

Philately Liechtenstein

Flag postmark*

Philately Liechtenstein

Vaduz Post Office and Schaan Business Centre

*

1.–31.7. 2015

* Flag postmark = repeated use
Courtesy postmarks
Requests regarding courtesy postmarks should be made direct to Philatelie Liechtenstein,
Zollstrasse 58, 9494 Schaan, Principality of Liechtenstein with precise indications regarding
the desired postmark no later than the end of the official stamping period.
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DESIGNER

SHOWING

SIZE

Hans Peter Gassner, Vaduz

Liechtensteinische Post AG logo

40 x 20 mm

Armin Hoop, Ruggell

Typography

32 mm

Armin Hoop, Ruggell

Typography

32 mm

Armin Hoop, Ruggell

dieMarke.li logo

40 x 20 mm

Stefan Erne, Triesen

Nature reserve

32 mm

Silvia Ruppen, Mauren

Smooth snake

32 mm

Linda Meli, Azmoos

Flower

32 mm

Armin Hoop, Ruggell

Keystone

32 mm

Stefan Erne, Triesen

www.philatelie.li

40 x 20 mm

Art.-Nr. 322.15.02
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Art.-Nr. 322.15.03

3rd official collection sheet

The official “dieMarke.li” collection sheets
are issued twice yearly to mark special occasions. These sheets, each comprising ten
different stamp designs printed together in
a se-tenant combination, are also valid for
postal use, published entirely independently
and not linked to the official Principality of
Liechtenstein stamp issues.

The 3rd official “dieMarke.li” collection
sheet is being published to mark the exhibition “Crown of the Alps: Masterworks
from the Collections of the Prince of Liechtenstein” at the National Palace Museum in
Taipei, Republic of China.
The issues are available individually or on
subscription. To differentiate them from
stamps designed individually by private individuals and businesses the collection

sheet stamps are identified by the Liechtensteinische Post AG logo.
The 3rd official collection sheet will be valid
for postal use as of 17 April 2015.
These sheets are available individually or
on subscription, mint or cancelled. For further information please visit the Webshop
at www.philatelie.li

PHILATELIE LIECHTENSTEIN
Zollstrasse 58
9494 Schaan
Principality of Liechtenstein
www.philatelie.li
www.fb.com/philatelie.liechtenstein
www.diemarke.li
Customer Service:
Phone: +423 399 44 66
Telefax: +423 399 44 94
philatelie@post.li
Philcoin Store:
Phone: +423 399 44 70
philcoin@post.li
Opening times
Mo–Fr 08:00–12:00 h
13:00–17:00 h
PHILATELIE-SHOP
Liechtenstein Center
Städtle 39
9490 Vaduz
Principality of Liechtenstein
Opening times
Mon–Sun 9:00–17:00 h

Art.-Nr. 215.21.2

